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             CHILDREN AND FAMILY LAW  PROGRAM
TO: 
Assigned Private Counsel in CPCS Cases

FROM:
William J. Leahy, Chief Counsel

DATE: 
August 15, 2007

RE: 
Temporary Interim Billing For FY08 Representation

Despite our every effort, we have not yet been able to persuade the Legislature to act upon the Governor’s FY07 supplemental appropriation request.  Therefore, in order to provide some financial relief for the attorneys who continue to provide representation to indigent clients despite this payment delay, we are implementing an important temporary change in the billing rules for FY08 first quarter services in ongoing cases.

Effective tomorrow, August 16, 2007, through midnight September 30, 2007, we will accept interim billing for FY08 services.  Normally, an attorney may bill during the quarter only for cases which have been closed, and must wait until October 1 to bill for any work done on pending cases during July, August and September.  But effective tomorrow, and through September 30, an attorney will be able to file bills for work done in July, August, and September on pending cases.

To enable our staff to manage the increased number of bills and to minimize the processing cost which the agency is charged for each transaction by the state, we will be submitting bills to the Comptroller's Office for payment every Wednesday (rather than on Tuesday and Thursday) beginning on August 22, 2007.  We will make additional submissions on August 29, and September 5, 12, 19 and 26.  Bills submitted in good order by midnight on the preceding Friday night will be included in these Wednesday transactions.

This program is voluntary.  Attorneys who do not submit interim bills during the quarter may still submit their first quarter interim bills in October, pursuant to our standard billing procedures.
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Effective with services rendered on and after October 1, 2007, we will return to our standard interim billing rule of one bill per quarter. Therefore, bills for services rendered on pending cases between October 1 and December 31 should be filed in January 2008. 

This change applies to interim bills only. All case-closed bills must still be filed within 30 days of the last date billed.

As a second emergency measure, we will allocate the unexpended portion of the two million dollars we are authorized to spend in FY08 for prior year bills to pay a limited number of additional bills which were timely filed at the end of FY07, but which have not been paid due to the delay in passing the supplemental appropriation.  These funds are normally reserved for the payment of late-filed bills for which there is no other payment source; but we believe it is appropriate under the circumstances to make additional prior year (FY07) payments from these FY08 funds.  Because of legislative restrictions on FY08 funding, our use of this funding in this manner will preclude us, for the rest of the fiscal year, from paying late bills from FY07 and prior years--absent further legislative authorization.  But paying this money out now will provide some additional relief to some attorneys with unpaid bills which were timely filed.
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